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MEASURE OF KEY INITIATIVES FOR 2015 –17 

SADED’s goal is to create a greater understanding about Ecological Democracy, its global context 

and bring it more centrally into public discussion, within civil society and the political mainstream; 

it’s focus being India, South Asia and Global. 

‘Ecological Democracy’is synonymous with ’environmental justice with equality’. It is an important 

approach to reach Swaraaj (self-governance) in the present times. The dominant perspectives on 

development and the human-nature relationship over the past two centuries have led to serious 

degradation of nature and increasing disparity in the control over natural resources. At the same time, 

paradoxically, this has also been the period when equality between human beings has been established as a value 

globally.   

Swaraaj denotes a comprehensive democracy incorporating economic, social, political, 

spiritual, cultural, gender, environmental and international dimensions. It stands for 

people’s participation and effective control over these various dimensions of life. Swaraaj 

enables people to participate and influence the society, organs of the state and institutions 

of governance effectively at all levels from village to global.  

SADED’s vision is to be able to achieve ‘Swaraaj’in the realms of ecological democracy; to promote 

the concrete manifestation of Swaraaj through deepening the understanding of ecological democracy. 

This is to be done through a process of dialogue, conceptualization and articulation. 

 This is to be pursued as a collective journey engaging with all streams of thoughts, engaging with 

various struggles, reinforcing existing networks and forging new alliances.  

At the outset, it is critical to mention that evaluation and measurement of these initiatives in a 

statistical, tangible form views the interventions in a very narrow spectrum of impact assessment and 

would be self-defeating.  

The major desired impact is to build a collective understanding at a global level that business as 

usual at the global level cannot go on, since Ecological Crisis and Climate Crisis specifically, need to 

be addressed urgently. The other impact we hope to generate is to enable concrete thinking on 

pathways of the transition to Ecologically Sustainable Systems.  

 

 



 

2 

MEASURE OF KEY INITIATIVES FOR 2015 –17  

1. ‘GLOCAL’ NETWORK BUILDING  

SADED has participated in initiation of and/or activities of various networks with symbiotic 

learning relationship, coordination of civil society and academic work and in many cases 

across ideological streams. This wide web of collaborative relationships, a measure of the 

success of SADED’s approach to  working on spreading and deepening the understanding 

of various aspects of ecological democracy through civil society and academic researchers, 

includes the following networks and organisations: 

Networks 

• Alliance for Sustainable and Holistic Agriculture, (Asha) 

• Beyond Copenhagen 

• Himalaya Neeti Abhiyaan 

• Vikalp Sangam (Confluence of Alternatives) 

Organisations 

• Aman Trust 

• Centre for Equity Studies 

• Centre for Public Affairs, India 

• Coalition for Environment and Development (Finland) 

• COECODECON 

• CRASH (Finland) 

• CSMCH-JNU 

• Environics Trust (India) 

• Focus on Global South 

• Foundation for Revitalisation of Local Health Traditions (India, H.Q. Bengaluru)  

• Gandhi Peace Foundation, India (more than 20 centres) 

• J.P. Foundation, India (Delhi) 

• Living Farms, India (Odisha) 
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• PAIRVI, India 

• Ped Panchayat, NCR 

• PSAARC 

• Public Health Resource Network, India 

• Samta Gram Seva Sansthan, Bihar, India 

• SIDH 

• Swaraaj Kendra–Uttarakhand 

• Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 

• WSF- India, Nepal, Pakistan and International Council 

• Yusuf Meherally Centre, Mumbai 

2.  POPULARISING ‘ECOLOGICAL DEMOCRACY’: Besides the reference to ecological 

democracy in written material, the idea has also found mention and manifestation in 

discussions at local and international fora. In India, grass-root initiatives such as those at 

Vikalp Sangam or at socio-political peoples’interventions in the Himalayan region have begun 

referring to ‘Ecological Swaraaj’or Harit Swaraj. Internationally too, at the WSF Tunis 2015 or 

at the De-growth Conference 2014 (Germany) and 2016 (Budapest) have found independent 

mention and discussion of the terms of Ecological  Democracy, as articulated by SADED. 

3. RESOURCE CONSOLIDATION FOR ACTIVIST/CSO/NGO UNIVERSE: 

Expansion of the SADED Resource Centre that offers research, documentation, audio/visual, 

internet support for grass-root workers and researchers is another important measure of 

SADED’s activities.  Creating an archive of enabling knowledge for mutual learning among 

civil society groups, policy makers and communities, from local to global,  i.e. contributing to 

the ‘public intellect’ is an effort that is ongoing. Public dissemination of SADED material 

through the printed word, SADED website and YouTube to inform and empower various 

stakeholders for greater deliberation and sensitization amongst the larger public through the 

digitization of relevant reports, research papers, podcasts, audio/video lecture and discussion 

series and publication of books and booklets. We have not been very successful with keeping 

the SADED website updated or continuity of the e-journal we had started. However, 

uploading of videos from the dialogues and lecture series have been well received.  Blogs have 
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been initiated so that thematic groups can run them more easily without being dependant on a 

web manager, even while they have been linked to the SADED website.  

4. Nepal Disaster Relief Work: This was an unplanned activity that SADED undertook as 

humanitarian and solidarity work. It reflects the organisation’s approach to remain open to 

respond to any emerging issues, and also calling upon its network to respond with as much 

coordination as possible. 

a. Helping secure funding for disaster relief and rehab, domestically and internationally.  

b.  Creating pan national network for targeted early intervention for disaster mitigation 

and management for South Asian region. Concerned Citizens for South Asia (CCSA) 

began as a civil society response to the Nepal Earthquake. CSOs, activists, public 

intellectuals, domestic and international aid agencies came together to form an 

apolitical forum to activate material, resources, aid and political advocacy to mitigate 

post-disaster leakages and ensure speedy and efficient delivery of rehab and relief. This 

informal forum now extends to the whole of South Asia.  

c. SADED was involved in creating, opening and maintaining the backroom 

communication channels between Indian, Nepalese and International CSOs and aid 

agencies, the Indian, Nepalese Government officials,the respective Embassies of both 

countries to help in effectuate immediate delivery of rehab material and reconstruction 

services.   

5. WSF Organisation and Mobilisation: SADED’s active engagement with the international 

civil society networks, especially WSF, is a measure of its work linking South Asian issues and 

initiatives to other parts of the world.After participation in the WSF Tunis 2015, SADED 

consciously took a call to incentivize participation by activists from the South Asian region 

(including help securing travel funding and organizational and consular assistance).  SADED 

organized local Thematic Social Fora across the country and took the initiative in conducting 

and organizing the pre-WSF consultations and Thematic Social Fora. 
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THEMATIC AREAS: SADED’s WORK THROUGH DIALOGUES, RESEARCH AND 

ENABLING KNOWLEDGE GENERATION/DISSEMINATION, POLICY 

INTERVENTION 

The specific thematic areas where concert issues relevant for ecological democracy in India/South 

Asia are particularly important have been taken up by SADED contribute to all the dimensions of 

its work noted in the points 1-5 above. The work done through formation of networks, working 

groups, involvement of individual resource persons and compilation of written and audio/video 

material can be assessed by the range of issues covered, the attempted links drawn between them,  

their impact on civil society and policy discourse and their contribution to the understanding of 

ecological democracy.  Each thematic area is indicated below. 

 

6. Dalit Leadership for All 

SADED is part of processes where dalits are acquiring a new identity. Earlier dalits either 

had a submissive identity or victim identity. Dalit-born SADED’s core person Gopal Ram 

has contributed through his writings to shaping the new identity of an engaged agent of 

transformation and empowerment of all the marginalised and not just Dalits. 

 

7. Recognising Tribal Wisdom 

Our resource persons, who have worked among tribals for decades e.g. Ghanshyam of 

Judav, Mohan Hirabai Hiralal of Medha-Lekha fame, Viren Lobo, former director of SPWD, 

B.K. Manish from Chhatisgarh and Prof. Savyasaachi at Jamia Milia Islamia University have 

contributed in shaping our understanding of Adivasis. 

SADED is trying to bring  out the central point in discussion that Adivasis are not just a 

statistics of the exploited victim but a wholesome cultural-social entity, with a world view 

and knowledge systems of their own, that have to be understood in their framework and 

their terms rather than steam-rolling them almost genocidally destroying their cultural and 

other identity. We have distributed Mr. Narendra Bastar's writings on Abujh-Marh in PDF-

photocopy format to a large no. of activists and writers from the perspective discussed 

above. 
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8. Urban Poor Migrants: Field Research 

Rita’s contributions were selected for translation and publication in Finnish. We are told that 

a drama version is being prepared which includes parts of her field story. 

9. Agriculture Interventions 

a. Participating organizations in the network ASHA that conceptualized and launched the 

movement for conservation and development of Desi (indigenous) Cotton varieties 

and commencement of cultivation of ‘Danvantari’ cotton in Vidharbha, Maharashtra.  

b. Various organisations and individuals representing a wide spectrum of society 

(including SADED) joined hands to launch the Sarson Satyagraha by taking a solemn 

pledge at Bapu’s Samadhi at Rajghat, to protect our food, seeds, bio-diversity, 

environment and health from GM Crops. The movement for opposition to GM foods 

is being rolled out by beginning with endeavoring to make Sarson (Mustard) unavailable 

for GM trials and classification.  

c. Sustained intervention collaboratively with larger CSO network on amendments to the 

Land Acquisition Bill and the Land Acquisition Amendment Ordinance. These Laws 

dealt with (and diluted provisions) for large scale acquisition of multi-use and other 

categories of classified land (waste, fallow, forest, revenue, agricultural, community 

etc.) and compensatory mechanisms for affected peoples. The Bill is yet to be passed 

in both houses of the Parliament, largely due to advocacy by CSOs (SADED 

network+others) and opposition by peoples’movements in affected areas. 

10. Climate Crisis Responses: SADED deployed its expertise and research on the climate 

chaos through collective effort with sister organizations and networksto impact the 

international deadlock on deliverables for the climate negotiations. We were part of the core 

team of Beyond Copenhegan, the larger institutional network of CSOs and NGOs that 

conducted dialogues and sought feedback from all the stakeholders of the Climate Crisis 

debate.  

11. Himalaya Policy Intervention 

a. Himalaya Neeti Abhiyaan membership and participation 
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b. Policy research and network support for opposition to Himachal Hydel Power Project 

c. Ramgarh Meeting - Himalaya Neeti Samvaad {Himalaya Policy Dialogues} 

     d. Compilation and Research on various elements of Harit Swaraj.  We have also 

worked on issues of empowerment of the marginalised majority and Buen Vivir with 

Uttarakhand groups. 

12. Health Swaraaj Initiatives 

• Swasthya Raksha (Protectors of Health) dialogue series with traditional system and folk 

practitioners—in India and Nepal 

• Publications— Compilation of articles on traditional medicine in India and their present 

relevance have been published.  

•  Research— Urban health seeking behaviour survey was conducted among the homeless, 

slum residents and middle class sections in four Indian states in the previous project period 

but the data processing and analysis was undertaken during this project period.  One paper 

based on the findings is ready to send for publication and others are under way. 

• Policy interventions— SADED’s interventions have been in highlighting the importance of 

bringing traditional health knowledge systems into the mainstream health service system in 

India for ensuring access to health care of all sections, and for making health care more 

holistic. 

13.  Towards Strengthening Democracyin Nepal 

a. Researched interventions and academic dialogues on Constitution drafting and 

creating inclusivity and representations for the marginalized 

b. Direct and Indirect Intervention in consensus building amongst political actors in 

Nepal as well as bridging the rift between the Hills and the Plains (Madhes) 

 

CONCLUSION 

There is a widely shared feeling that business as usual cannot go on. With our dialogues, we 

are helping to trigger the debates which will contribute to better understanding of the crisis 

of the present system, and to envisaging the  possible direction in which to move to transit 
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to alternatives. In this sense, the whole South Asian societies will benefit if we are able to 

combine our short term goals with long term goals. 

************ 


